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For most undergraduate students, 
graduate school seems more like an op-
tion and not a necessity, but for Bennett  
Roth-Newell graduate school was an-
other door for him to open on the path 
to his career. 
“I would say even towards the end of 
my fi rst semester of my senior year of 
undergrad I was still kind of shaky on 
what I was going to pursue aft er gradu-
ation,” the 23-year-old said. “I prett y 
much knew at that point that I was not 
ready to try to hit a full time perform-
ing career head on. I still thought I had 
to get bett er as a musician and be bett er 
with an overall understanding of music.”
Roth-Newell is currently in the fi nal 
semester of his Master of Arts degree 
with an emphasis in jazz studies at SJSU.
He started his master’s program im-
mediately aft er he fi nished his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in music from Sonoma 
State University.
Th e immediate continuation of edu-
cation, like Roth-Newell did, is some-
thing Jennifer Morazes, an educational 
counselor at SJSU, rarely recommends.
“Work for awhile,” Morazes said. 
“Know exactly why you want to go to 
graduate school. Clarify that decision.
“Do not retreat to graduate school 
because you think that that is a solution 
or an alternative to not having a job be-
cause it’s not just the coursework that 
you have to consider in graduate school 
and it’s even not just the fi nancing that 
you have to consider, it’s the fact that it’s 
a lot more challenging.”
Th e most common method in which 
students pay for graduate school is stu-
dent loans, according to College Board, 
a non-profi t organization that promotes 
college education.
Th e amount of money that graduate 
students borrow in loans has increased 
more than $15,000 from 1990 to 2010, ac-
cording to the website.
“I think it’s a horrible thing when 
people try out graduate school too soon, 
realize it’s not for them and then you’re 
left  with loan debt and everything from 
an incomplete program,” Morazes said.
Not only is the cost of a graduate 
program a realistic worry for students, 
but the curricula is extremely diff erent 
than the undergrad curricula, according 
to Morazes.
“Academia just has its own fl a-
vor once you’re a graduate student,” 
Morazes said. 
Professors begin to treat you like 
you’re a peer and not a student any-
more, she said.
Th e main diff erence that Roth-New-
ell noticed with the change in curricula 
from undergraduate to graduate pro-
gram was that students have to take ac-
countability for their actions.
“For me when it comes to being 
at the graduate level the answers are 
ultimately up to you,” he said. “If the 
 An increasing number of classes are no lon-
ger providing paper copies of the course’s syl-
labus to students as professors opt to provide 
electronic copies over the internet instead.
Camille Jarmie, a lecturer from the psychol-
ogy department, says part of the reason has to 
do with reducing costs and sustainability.
“I know the university is looking, always, to 
how we can save money for the students,” she 
said aft er explaining that her general psycholo-
gy course’s syllabus, also known as a greensheet 
at SJSU, is 15 pages long.
She said it would cost a lot of money to print 
out copies for her classroom of 50 students.
Th is has caused some frustrations among stu-
dents like Daniel Nguyen.
“It’s a huge hassle for me since I don’t have 
a printer in my house and I have to print it out 
on campus,” said Nguyen, a senior business mar-
keting major.
Senior kinesiology major Jeanett e Dan said 
it is too troublesome because she does not have 
the time to print out copies at the library, and 
she can’t aff ord the ink to print the multiple 
pages a greensheet has.
Diana Luu, a senior sociology major, said she 
doesn’t view the loss of paper greensheets as 
too bothersome because paper is being saved.
Jeremy Nguyen, a senior business adminis-
tration major, said the online website, Desire-
2Learn, is a great tool where he can view all of 
his greensheets in one spot.
“It is not a really much of a hassle for me to 
go online and look at the syllabus because it is 
on D2L 24/7,” Nguyen said, “I think it is bett er to 
have it online because you can choose whether 
or not if you want to print it or not.”
Cynthia Fernald, a lecturer in the School 
of Journalism and Mass Communications, ac-
knowledges that some students fi nd it harder 
to deal with online greensheets than the paper 
version and tries to fi nd ways to help students.
“Th at’s one reason why I always include a 
link to a PDF version of my greensheets on my 
class blogs,” she said, “so students can download 
it and print out a copy of the full syllabus, if de-
sired or just keep a copy on their laptop.”
Offi  cially known as syllabuses in other parts 
of the country, it came to be called a greensheet 
at SJSU because the campus practice was to 
copy all syllabi on green paper for easy recogni-
tion, according to the Offi  ce of Undergraduate 
Studies. 
Th e general course descriptions and learning 
objectives that students and teachers go over on 
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Students weigh merits 
of going to grad school
by Julie Myhre
Staff Writer
SEE GRAD SCHOOL PAGE 2
Students are noticing a decrease in hard copy greensheets with an increase of online syllabuses. Photo Illustration by Leo Postovoit and Jasper Rubenstein. 
Freshman 
housing 
policy adds 
exemptions
In the Academic Senate’s Decem-
ber meeting, new exemptions were 
applied and approved to the Frosh 
Housing Requirement Policy, includ-
ing if the student is of military status, 
is married with children or has fi nan-
cial hardship as listed in the docu-
ment.
Th e recommendations were peti-
tioned by the Academic Senate as a 
response to the frosh housing policy, 
which required that all freshmen were 
required to live on campus.
Th e original policy was imple-
mented in summer 2011 when Presi-
dent Qayoumi enacted the impaction 
plan in response to budget cuts.
“We thought the best strategy was 
that if we can’t eliminate the policy, 
might as well add tons of exceptions, 
as many as we could,” said A.S. presi-
dent Tomas Kolodziejak.
Students can also petition to be 
exempt from the requirement, under 
certain circumstances that must be 
approved by the housing exemption 
committ ee.
Some petitioned exemptions in-
clude the need for a caregiver or ob-
ligation, documented medical, psy-
chological, or disability that is not 
compatible with University housing, 
or international student status.
Th e requirement is part of the im-
paction plan in response to meeting 
SJSU’s associated costs of on-campus 
housing facilities, according to the 
document.
Th e document also states the re-
quirement was enacted to work to-
wards increasing SJSU’s current six-
year graduation rate, which is listed 
at 47 percent.
SEE HOUSING PAGE 2
by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer
CORRECTION
Th e byline for the article titled 
“Proposed fee in the works for new 
sustainability fund” misspelled the 
last name of its author. Th e byline 
should have read Boris Slager. Th e 
Spartan Daily regrets the error.
$5,000
$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000
1990-91:
$8,304
2010-11:
$23,955
Average total 
aid per FTE 
(nationwide)
for graduate 
students
Sticky Insert Here
[placeholder]
by Hung Tran
Staff Writer
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The amount of grant aid per for full time equivalent graduate student increased 
an average of 3.4 percent per year in inflation-adjusted dollars from 1990-91 to 
2000-01 and 5.1 percent per year from 2000-01 to 2010-11. Information from the 
report “Trends in Student Aid 2011” compiled by the College Board, a non-profit 
organization that focuses on education. 
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answers aren’t that you went out 
to try to fi nd and didn’t fi nd it’s 
on you to communicate with the 
professors at hand here to really 
pick their brain to the fullest,” 
Roth-Newell said.
Undergrad psychology stu-
dent Kevin Gomez said he 
doesn’t stress over the fact that 
he might not be ready to get his 
Masters of Science degree when 
he graduates from SJSU.
“I think if you want to be 
a psychologist you have to 
go through a lot of schooling 
including going to get your 
doctorate too,” Gomez said. 
“Th ere are other jobs that are 
psychology related that don’t re-
quire you to have a masters.”
But the diffi  cult curricula 
doesn’t deter students from grad-
uate school. From 2009 to 2010, 
graduate school enrollment in-
creased 1.1 percent, according to 
the Council of Graduate Schools, 
an organization that resources 
graduate school. 
“I think the degree should 
speak for the individual them-
selves that they went beyond 
just the undergraduate academia 
and pursued their passion,” Roth-
Newell said.
“Most universities have 
mandatory freshmen housing 
policies, all across the nation,” 
said Academic Senate chair 
Beth Von Till, “and the idea be-
hind that is to get the students 
involved in the college process, 
to focus on their studies, to 
have access to the resources 
the university has, to be sur-
rounded by other students do-
ing the same thing,”
National studies, like Alex-
ander Astin’s “Th e impact of 
dormitory living on students,” 
and the Student Aff airs Admin-
istrators in Higher Education 
or NASPAs  “Learning Recon-
sidered – A campus-wide focus 
on  the student experience,” 
have shown that students 
greatly benefi t from living on 
an academically supportive 
environment during their fi rst 
year of college.
Examples of this include 
higher involvement in cam-
pus community, higher GPAs, 
higher graduation rates and 
overall higher academic suc-
cess.
Other benefi ts include hav-
ing bett er access to all available 
resources, including advis-
ing, counseling, tutoring and 
study groups, according to the 
NASPA study.
“It’s really convenient to 
just wake up and roll out of bed 
and your class is right there,” 
said Alex Matt hews, fresh-
man industrial design major. “I 
don’t ever have to worry about 
transportation.”
However, when the frosh 
housing requirement was 
placed into eff ect last fall, cam-
pus housing could not hold the 
number of freshmen that had 
committ ed to SJSU with hous-
ing resorting to move some 
freshmen into Campus Village 
Building B (CVB).
Th is pushed a handful 
of non-freshmen students 
living in CVB into the Clarion 
Hotel, located near the Nor-
man Y. Mineta San Jose Inter-
national Airport.
“We saw how many fresh-
men came in and we knew 
we had to do something,” 
Kolodzeijak said.
Some freshmen were even 
placed into Campus Village 
Building A (CVA), housing 
specifi cally reserved for fac-
ulty, staff , graduate and senior 
students.
Senior psychology major 
Nicole Ackerman described 
her experience in CVA as 
“frustrating.”
“When I signed up to live 
in CVA, I was told it was go-
ing to be faculty, staff  and se-
nior students,” she said. “And 
I was looking forward to that. 
I’m dealing with issues I expe-
rienced as a freshman in senior 
housing.”
Protests and complaints of 
students forced out of CVB and 
into the Clarion Hotels brought 
the housing requirement to the 
att ention of the student body.
“It’s unfortunate they had 
to be moved out because they 
brought in too many fresh-
men,” Matt hews said. “Hope-
fully they’ll take that into con-
sideration next semester.”
According to Kevina Brown, 
chair of the fi rst year live-on-
campus requirement commit-
tee, the students living in the 
hotels were brought to campus 
at the end of the fall semester.
“First action we took last 
semester was to convert rooms 
into triples, but we have dis-
continued that this spring se-
mester,” Brown said.
Von Till said the sense of 
community has increased with 
the housing requirement due 
to the greater number of peo-
ple on campus.
“I’ve noticed that having 
more students living on cam-
pus changes the campus,” she 
said.  “It’s livelier, there’s ac-
tivity. I used to come here on 
the weekends or at night and it 
was dead. Now its full of life, 
there’s more students walking 
around. I run into my students 
everywhere.”
HOUSING: Changes to take affect
FROM PAGE 1
the fi rst day of class are writ-
ten by department faculty, 
usually in curriculum com-
mitt ees, at the time the course 
is created, according to the 
Offi  ce of Undergraduate Stud-
ies.
Individual instructors 
sometimes add additional 
learning objectives, or tweak 
the course description for the 
particular semester, according 
to the university’s media di-
rector, Pat Lopes Harris.
According to the Under-
graduate Studies offi  ce, gen-
eral education learning objec-
tives are given to SJSU by the 
CSU and adapted on the cam-
pus as a Senate policy.
Sandra Cate, a lecturer 
from the anthropology de-
partment, thinks that the 
move from paper greensheets 
to electronic is a good thing.
“I think online greensheets 
are a positive for the environ-
ment and for students also,” 
she said,”once they get into 
the habit of checking. One 
tiny detail, though: they are 
now rarely green!”
GRAD 
SCHOOL:
Number of 
students 
continues 
to increase
FROM PAGE 1
Sherry Estrada of Spartan Shops performs on campus in a frog suit Tuesday. 
Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily
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GREENSHEETS: More teachers 
choosing online alternativesd
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US officials see increasing threat 
of domestic attack from Iran
WASHINGTON — Al-Qai-
da‘s ability to conduct terrorist 
operations against the United 
States has diminished in the 
last year, but U.S. intelligence 
agencies said Tuesday that they 
now believe Iranian leaders 
are willing to launch att acks 
against American targets.
Th e top U.S. intelligence of-
fi cial, James R. Clapper, told a 
Senate hearing that a purport-
ed Iranian plot to assassinate a 
Saudi diplomat in Washington 
in the fall convinced U.S. offi  -
cials that leaders 
in Tehran are in-
creasingly likely 
to support bomb-
ings on U.S. soil, 
especially if they 
feel that their 
hold on power is 
threatened.
“Some Iranian 
offi  cials, prob-
ably including su-
preme leader Ali 
Khamenei, have 
changed their cal-
culus and are now willing to 
conduct an att ack in the United 
States,” said Clapper, director of 
national intelligence.
Tension with Tehran has 
risen sharply in recent weeks 
as the European Union and the 
Obama administration have 
imposed punishing economic 
sanctions in an eff ort to per-
suade Iran’s leaders to abandon 
what they suspect is a nuclear 
weapons program.
Recent reports of bombings 
in Iran, the crash of a secret 
CIA surveillance drone there 
and the assassination of several 
Iranian nuclear scientists sug-
gest a covert campaign by the 
West or its proxies is aimed at 
sabotaging the eff ort.
America’s most senior in-
telligence offi  cials, including 
Clapper, CIA Director David H. 
Petraeus and FBI Director Rob-
ert S. Mueller III, testifi ed at the 
Senate Intelligence Committ ee 
hearing on worldwide threats 
against the United States. Iran 
was a major topic.
Th e offi  cials provided no fur-
ther evidence during the hear-
ing to support their perception 
of a change in Iranian att itudes.
Iran is “keeping open the 
option to develop nuclear 
weapons” and is “technically 
capable” of producing enough 
highly enriched uranium to 
fuel a nuclear weapon, Clapper 
said.
“We do not know, however, 
if Iran will eventually decide to 
build nuclear weapons,” he said.
Inspectors from the United 
Nations nuclear watchdog 
agency are in Iran this week 
to gather further data on the 
country’s nuclear program.
Iran says the eff ort is aimed 
at generating electricity, not 
building weapons.
Th e CIA believes that Iran 
is feeling the “increased bite of 
new sanctions,” Petraeus said, 
referring to the U.S. blacklisting 
of Iran’s central bank.
Th e institution receives rev-
enue for about 70 percent of the 
oil sold by the National Iranian 
Oil Co.
“I think 2012 will be a criti-
cal year for convincing or pre-
venting Iran from developing 
a nuclear weapon,” said Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., who 
chairs the committ ee.
“While the overall terrorist 
threat may be down, the threat 
from the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction from 
Iran and North Korea is grow-
ing.”
In October, FBI and other 
federal agents claimed they 
had disrupted a plot to kill the 
Saudi Arabian ambassador to 
the United States by placing a 
bomb in a Washington restau-
rant.
Th e alleged plot, which U.S. 
offi  cials said involved Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard and a 
Mexican drug cartel, never 
moved beyond the planning 
stages.
Clapper also furnished a 30-
page report to the committ ee 
on danger spots around the 
world.
It noted concern about 
Washington’s uneasy part-
nership with nuclear-armed 
Pakistan, the rising death toll 
of drug-related violence in 
Mexico and Central America, 
North Korea’s push to build 
nuclear weapons, and the po-
litical turmoil in North Africa 
and the Middle East a year af-
ter a series of popular upris-
ings erupted.
Th e intelligence offi  cials 
said that cyber att acks against 
government agencies and 
private businesses are 
growing.
“Down the road, (cy-
ber att acks) will be the 
No. 1 threat to the coun-
try,” said Mueller, the 
FBI director.
He said he is working 
to reorganize the FBI to 
investigate cyber att acks 
just as the agency was 
retooled to respond to 
terrorist threats over the 
last decade.
Regarding current 
threats, Clapper said “lone 
actors” inspired by terror-
ist leaders still could conduct 
limited att acks.
Clapper said U.S. intelli-
gence judged an att ack using 
a dirty bomb, chemical weap-
ons or deadly germs as “un-
likely” in the next year.
U.S. airstrikes and drone 
missile att acks against al-Qa-
ida in Pakistan and elsewhere 
have left  the organization 
without central leadership, 
and a “largely symbolic” role 
among Islamic extremists, 
Clapper said.
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service
Obama campaign 
ends 2011 with 
large cash donation
WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s cam-
paign reported Tuesday that it 
raked in nearly $40 million in 
the last three months of 2011 
and closed the year with $82 
million in cash, aided by some 
60 bundlers who each raised 
at least $500,000 for the cam-
paign and the Democratic Na-
tional Committ ee.
Th e bundlers included 
fi lmmakers, real estate mag-
nates and former New Jersey 
Gov. Jon Corzine, who was 
recently ousted as chief ex-
ecutive of investment fi rm MF 
Global aft er its collapse from 
its bets in Europe.
Obama’s fundraising ma-
chine might normally be in-
timidating to any Republican 
challenger.
But during a year in which 
corporations and wealthy 
Americans are pouring unlim-
ited sums into outside groups, 
partly due to a Supreme Court 
ruling that’s turned the world 
of campaign fi nance upside 
down, any advantage can dis-
appear in a fl ash.
With end-of-the-year cam-
paign fi nance reports due by 
midnight Tuesday from scores 
of newly formed “super PACs” 
— political action committ ees 
declaring they’d seek high-
dollar donors, it was already 
clear how much the high 
court’s January 2010 decision 
has changed the playing fi eld.
Th e ruling, in a case called 
Citizens United, ended a cen-
tury-old ban on corporate cam-
paign spending and similarly 
allowed labor unions to tap 
their treasuries to aid or oppose 
federal candidates with inde-
pendent spending.
In the presidential race, inde-
pendent expenditures last year 
and through the end of January 
totaled $44.1 million, most of it 
spent on behalf of a large fi eld 
of GOP candidates.
According to fi gures tabu-
lated by the nonpartisan Center 
for Responsive Politics, that’s 
more than quadruple the $10.6 
million spent by outside groups 
on behalf of candidates during 
the same period in 2007 and 
early 2008, when candidates in 
both parties were waging hard-
fought primary election cam-
paigns.
Obama’s campaign volun-
tarily identifi ed more than 300 
individuals and couples who 
raised at least $50,000 for a 
joint fundraising committ ee 
that raises donations of up to 
$35,800 from wealthy backers, 
of which the party is permitt ed 
to keep $30,800 and the cam-
paign may accept $5,000.
Th ose passing the hat for 
Obama included fi lmmaker 
Harvey Weinstein of New York 
and Jeff rey Katzenberg of Los 
Angeles, a Dreamworks princi-
pal along with Steven Spielberg. 
Others included Mark Gilbert of 
Boca Raton, Fla., a wealth man-
agement adviser and former 
professional baseball player; 
Miami real estate magnate Ste-
ven Green and Andrew Tobias, 
author and treasurer of the 
DNC.
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service
We dont not know, however, if 
Iran will eventually decide to 
build nuclear weapons.
 - James R. Clapper U.S. intelligence official
“
”
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The New England Patriots will face the New York Giants on Sunday Feb. 5 in Super Bowl XLVI. Patriots’ quarterback Tom Brady will attempt 
to win a fourth title and tie the NFL record for most Super Bowl wins by a quarterback. Photo llustration courtesy of FieldTurf.com
Who wins Super Bowl XLVI?
Just as it happened four 
years ago, the New York Giants 
and the New England Patriots 
are set to do batt le in a rematch 
of Super Bowl XLII this week-
end at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis for Super Bowl 
XLVI.
Just as it was back then, the 
Giants and the Patriots squared 
off  during the regular season 
in Week 9, only to meet each 
other again for the champion-
ship — and just like before the 
Patriots come in as the undis-
puted favorites to win it all.
But just as it happened be-
fore, I believe the Giants will 
come out on top for this epic 
Super Bowl rematch.
On paper, it’s hard to not put 
money on the Patriots with Tom 
Brady and Co.’s unstoppable 
off ensive machine producing 
touchdowns faster than Newt 
Gingrich goes through mar-
riages.
But with all the off ensive fi re-
works it’s easy to forget how ter-
rible the Patriots’  defense is.
Sure, New England’s defense 
has played fairly well in their last 
two playoff  games, but against 
who?
Th e Tim Tebow-led Denver 
Broncos, who can’t get a passing 
game going to save their lives?
Or the Baltimore Ravens and 
Joe Flacco’s mediocre throwing 
arm?
Despite this, Flacco still 
passed for 306 yards and two 
touchdowns and had the Ra-
by Wesley Dugle
Opinion Editor
Patriots 
will win 
rematch
Giants will prevail
vens on the cusp of overtime be-
fore Ravens kicker Billy Cundiff  
missed fi eld goal propelled the 
Patriots into the Super Bowl.
Th e Giants defense, on the 
other hand, has been down-
right monstrous for the last 
few weeks stretching all the 
way back to the fi nal weeks of 
the regular season.
During the postseason, the 
Giants’ defense shredded the 
Atlanta Falcons, dethroned the 
defending Super Bowl cham-
pion Green Bay Packers (who 
arguably have a bett er off ense 
than the Patriots) and mangled 
the 49ers’ off ensive line.
So just as it was four years 
ago, the Patriots off ense comes 
in with all the hype, but the 
Giants’ defense is ultimately 
going to triumph over Tom 
Brady and the Patriots’ off ense 
again.
Even if the game turns into 
a shootout, the Giants have 
plenty of off ensive tools to 
beat the Patriots’ defense.
Eli Manning, love him or 
hate him, is right up there with 
the top-ten to top-fi ve quar-
terbacks of the league and his 
4,933 passing yards and 30 total 
touchdowns prove this.
On top of that, Eli will be pass-
ing to arguably the most danger-
ous receiving threat on the fi eld 
this Sunday in the form of Giants 
wide receiver Victor Cruz.
Th e Patriots’ weak second-
ary will have their hands full 
trying to cover him while also 
trying to hold down the equally 
dangerous Giants wide receiver, 
Hakeem Nicks.
And to top it all off , the Gi-
ants actually have a run game 
too, with running backs Ahmad 
Bradshaw and Brandon Jacobs, 
who could also have strong 
games against the meek New 
England defense.
So once again, despite the 
Patriots coming in as favorites 
in this game, I expect history to 
repeat itself Sunday and for Eli 
Manning and the Giants to cap-
ture the franchise’s fourth Vince 
Lombardi Trophy.
by Eddie Fernandez
Staff Writer
Once again, the New England 
Patriots will face the New York 
Giants in the Super Bowl, this 
time at Lucas Oil Stadium in In-
dianapolis on Sunday.
Tom Brady seeks to avenge 
the Patriots’ 2008 Super Bowl 
loss when Eli Manning and the 
New York Giants ruined the 
Patriots’ undefeated season  by 
handing the team its fi rst loss.
I like the New England Patri-
ots over the New York Giants in 
this year’s Super Bowl for a va-
riety of reasons.
Tom Brady is 3-1 in Super 
Bowl appearances — it’s hard 
to bet against Brady when he 
makes completions look easy 
against defenses.
Brady has all the time in the 
world to throw the ball to his  re-
ceivers, who fi nd holes in defen-
sive schemes and burn the op-
posing defense for fi rst downs.
People who remember any 
of Joe Montana’s late fourth 
quarter comeback drives know 
Brady is almost as good as 
Montana was at quarterback.
Like Montana, Brady picks 
up short yardage by throwing 
the ball to open receivers in late 
game situations to advance the 
ball.
Moreover, the New England 
Patriots may have the best two-
headed monster in tight ends 
— Aaron Hernandez and Rob 
Gronkowski.
Th e two tight ends have to-
taled almost the same amount of 
yardage and touchdowns as elite 
receivers Calvin Johnson of the 
Detroit Lions and Roddy White 
of the Atlanta Falcons.
Hernandez can line up in the 
backfi eld for completions and 
dump off  passes, and can also 
burn linebackers and safeties 
with his versatility. Expect to 
see Hernandez’s “make it rain” 
gesture frequently.
Gronkowski is a huge target 
Brady oft en goes to for touch-
downs and has big play capa-
bility. 
Furthermore, the Patriots have 
Wes Welker, the second-most 
important player the Patriots 
have behind Brady.
In countless games this 
season, the dependable wide 
receiver is seen out running 
cornerbacks and linebackers 
for completions resulting in 
huge gains.
In addition, the Patriots have 
one of the best coaches in NFL 
history in Bill Belichick, who can 
plug players into any system.
Belichick has the ability 
to create defensive schemes 
against off ensive units, causing 
turnovers and interceptions 
with play-makers.
He is seen talking to de-
fensive and off ensive players 
on the sidelines discussing 
previous plays.
Although Eli Manning is 
2-0 against Tom Brady, I like 
the Patriots because they 
lost to the Giants in previous 
years.
In order to become great, 
sometimes you have to lose, 
even if that’s in the Super 
Bowl.
Manning is due to lose just 
as Brady has.
Manning is Brady’s kryp-
tonite, but even Peyton Man-
ning was eventually able to 
defeat his kryptonite, who 
was also Brady.
Th at is why I believe that 
on Super Bowl Sunday, the 
New England Patriots, led by 
Brady, will avenge their loss 
to the Giants four years ago.
Eli is an elite 
quarterback
by Nick Celario
Sports Editor
Th roughout his career, New 
York Giants quarterback Eli 
Manning has been overshad-
owed by other quarterbacks 
who are considered to be the 
best in the NFL, such as Aaron 
Rodgers, Drew Brees and Tom 
Brady.
Being constantly compared 
to his older brother Peyton, 
also considered to be one of 
the league’s fi nest, does not 
help his cause.
Earlier in the season, Eli 
said he considers himself an 
elite NFL quarterback, com-
paring himself to the likes of 
Brady.
According to ESPN, Man-
ning has completed 61 percent 
of his passes, threw for 4,933 
yards, 29 touchdowns and 16 
interceptions during the 2011 
regular season.
During a playoff  game 
against the 2010 Super Bowl 
champion Green Bay Pack-
ers this season, he completed 
63.6 percent of his passes and 
threw for 330 yards, three 
touchdowns and one intercep-
tion.
During the same game, he 
had a quarterback rating of 
114.5.
Manning has proven him-
self as one of the bett er quar-
terbacks in the league this sea-
son.
Th is Sunday, he has the op-
portunity to prove himself yet 
again as he and the Giants face 
Brady and the New England 
Patriots in a Super Bowl XLII 
rematch.
During that Super Bowl  in 
2008, Manning made a key play 
in the fi nal minutes, avoided 
gett ing sacked then completed 
a pass to wide receiver David 
Tyree to convert on fourth 
down and sustain the drive.
He then capped off  the 
game-winning drive with a 
touchdown pass to wide re-
ceiver Plaxico Burress.
In doing so, the Giants 
stopped Brady from winning 
a fourth championship and ty-
ing the record for most Super 
Bowl wins by a quarterback.
Th e Giants also took away 
the Patriots’ chance of com-
pleting a season undefeated, 
an achievement that has not 
been accomplished since the 
1972 Miami Dolphins.
Despite winning a champi-
onship, Manning was still not 
grouped among the league’s 
premier signal callers.
If Manning and the Giants 
beat New England again for 
a second Super Bowl in fi ve 
years, Manning ought to be 
considered elite now, right?
Winning a championship, 
let alone two, should allow 
him to be thought of as one of 
the league’s best.
Having one more champi-
onship than his old brother 
Peyton, a guaranteed future 
Hall of Fame quarterback, 
ought to put him in the com-
pany of the league’s elite.
Defeating Tom Brady, a 
sure-fi re future Hall of Famer, 
in two Super Bowls should 
make a compelling argument 
for him to be considered as one 
of the greats in NFL history.
If the Giants win this Sun-
day, Manning should get the 
recognition he deserves and be 
distinguished as an elite NFL 
quarterback.
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Before their improbable 13-3 
season and appearance in the 
NFC Championship at famed 
Candlestick Park, the San 
Francisco 49ers players found 
themselves in a much smaller 
sett ing — Spartan Stadium.
Th e 49ers found a home 
away from home at SJSU dur-
ing the 2011 NFL lockout and 
rekindled a partnership be-
tween the two programs in the 
process.
Since 2004, the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and SJSU Athletics 
have gone hand-in-hand.
Bill Walsh, an SJSU alum-
nus and 49ers coaching legend, 
sought out Tom Bowen, the 
executive director of the 49ers 
Foundation at the time, and 
the two agreed Bowen would 
become the athletic director at 
SJSU in December 2004, replac-
ing Chuck Bell.
“Bill Walsh ran a search and 
asked me to become athletic 
director aft er my time with the 
49ers,” said SJSU athletic direc-
tor Tom Bowen.
Since then, several profes-
sional football teams with ties 
to Bowen, including the New 
England Patriots and Dallas 
Cowboys, have practiced and 
worked out at Spartan Stadium 
and used its facilities.
Th e venue was also home to 
the New Orleans Saints aft er 
Hurricane Katrina struck the 
Gulf Coast during the summer 
of 2005.
In March 2011, the 49ers 
started practicing and working 
out at Spartan Stadium in what 
became known as Camp Alex, 
a training camp-like series of 
practices coordinated by 49ers’ 
quarterback Alex Smith.
“Our relationship with the 
49ers has been continuous 
since 2004 when I became the 
athletic director,” Bowen said.
Chris Holder, the director 
of strength and conditioning at 
SJSU, said the amount of play-
ers that live in the San Jose area 
made it all easier for the 49ers 
to practice at Spartan Stadium.
“For years we have had pro-
fessional players in the area 
train here,” he said.  “Once 
the lockout happened, they 
brought everyone over here.”
By March 2011, over 20 
players connected to the 49ers 
team participated in the work-
outs during the NFL lockout 
that brought the NFL off season 
to a halt and prevented play-
ers from any contact to their 
respective coaches or team fa-
cilities.
“We tried to give it a mini-
camp feel,” Holder said.
Smith organized the series 
of practices to bett er familiar-
ize the players with the play-
book during the lockout and 
bett er prepare themselves for 
the shortened NFL off season.
“Th ey wanted a place to 
workout, and we had no prob-
lem lett ing them do that,” 
Bowen said.  “It was a quiet, 
unassuming place for Camp 
Alex to come and practice.”
Spartan Stadium and its 
facilities house the Koret 
Athletic Training Center, a 
10,000 square-foot state-of-
the-art workout area that 
the 49ers players used in the 
afternoons during the NFL 
lockout, in addition to the 
football field throughout the 
day.
“Our place is big,” Holder 
said.  “It is very similar to pro-
fessional facilities.”
He said having that profes-
sional feel and similarity to the 
49ers’ facility in Santa Clara 
was part of what drew Camp 
Alex to practice at Spartan Sta-
dium.
Bowen said he worked di-
rectly with Smith and all play-
ers during the 49ers’ time at 
SJSU, which started in March 
2011 and ended in June 2011.
Smith also made a donation 
to the Spartan Foundation to fi -
nalize the deal in return for us-
ing SJSU’s facilities, according 
to Bowen.
Th e Spartan Foundation 
provides scholarships for stu-
dent-athletes at SJSU based 
solely off  of donations received 
from SJSU alumni, family and 
friends.
Bowen said those participat-
ing alongside the 49ers play-
ers were recent SJSU alumni, 
as well as current and former 
professional football players 
with ties to the area, including 
Jarron Gilbert and Carl Ihena-
cho.
“Everyone liked our facili-
ties,” Bowen said.  “It’s a good 
football area.”
He said the players were 
very grateful for allowing 
them to use the Spartans’ 
facilities, and they showed 
support for the SJSU football 
team and the upcoming 2011 
season.
“Th ey’re wonderful men 
and very grateful,” Bowen said. 
“Th ey were excited for the 
SJSU season.”
Holder was surprised at the 
down to earth personality of 
the 49ers players.
“Th ey were extremely hum-
ble,” he said.  “Th ere was no 
star stuff  going on.”
Holder said it was nice for 
the Spartan football players 
and other SJSU student-ath-
letes to see how the 49ers prac-
ticed and worked out, and to 
learn from them.
Bowen, who just completed 
his seventh year as a part of 
SJSU Athletics, was very happy 
with his former employer dur-
ing its improbable NFL regular 
season and success in the NFL 
playoff s.
“I have great admiration for 
Jed York and company,” Bow-
en said.  “I am proud of Alex 
(Smith) and the season he had, 
and I was very pleased with 
the 49ers’ season and the way 
it went.”
As for seeing SJSU as a start-
ing point for San Francisco’s 13-3 
regular season and eventual play-
off  run to the NFC Championship, 
Bowen agreed.
“I’m glad we did it,” he said.  “I’m 
proud to say that this was a starting 
point for them and their season.”
49ers’ historic season took first step at Spartan Stadium
by Scott Semmler
Sports Editor
Spartan Stadium has played host to three professional football teams over the years: 
The New England Patriots, Dallas Cowboys and New Orleans Saints.  Most recently, 
the venue was home to the San Francisco 49ers for over four months during the 
2011 NFL lockout.  Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily
Parking
Made Easy
Spring Semester Parking 
Only $160 for SJSU Students 
January 15 through May 31
Permits available for purchase 
at garage offices.
Students must provide valid student ID 
and proof of enrollment (minimum 6 units).
Please bring originals with copies. 
For more information, call 794-1090.
Fourth Street Garage and
Second & San Carlos Street Garage
GET DIRECTIONS, MAPS AND MORE AT
sjdowntownparking.com
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Aft er 23 years of providing 
entertainment to the Silicon 
Valley, Music in the Park has 
been put to rest.
Rick Jensen, communica-
tions director of the San Jose 
Downtown Association said, 
“Our events have a beginning, 
middle, and an end. We felt 
like we reached the end. People 
are going to feel the loss this 
summer.”
According to a press re-
lease, Music in the Park was 
created in 1989 and is an eight 
week program on Friday af-
ternoons in Plaza de Cesar 
Chavez for the Silicon Valley 
community.
Th e San Jose Downtown 
Association produced 214 free 
shows for the community, ac-
cording to the association’s 
website.
Music in the Park began 
with several headliners in 
1989, according to the pub-
lished headliner history on 
the downtown association 
website. 
By 2010, the program grew 
to include 13 artists over 13 
weeks.
Th e program typically start-
ed in the beginning of June and 
ended by the end of August, ac-
cording to the published head-
liner history.
Senior sociology major, Jen-
nifer Gott lieb, said, “I think it 
sucks. I went a lot the summer 
before. My friend’s band, Th e 
Holdup, used to play there so it 
sucks they won’t get that expo-
sure anymore.”
Th e press release states that 
the association made plans 
early on to cancel Music in the 
Park and moderate its summer 
programming.
Jessica Lincoln, senior psy-
chology major and three-year 
concertgoer of Music in the 
Park said, “Since it’s free, you 
can drink, chill and dance. I’m 
prett y devastated  it’s cancelled.”
Programs such as the sum-
mer outdoor movie showings, 
Downtown Farmers Market 
and Dine Downtown will con-
tinue, according to the press 
release.
Jensen said there are new 
events coming that will cater 
to professionals, women and 
residents.
He said the events are called 
HER City and FUNday SUNday.
“We want to enhance the 
perception of Downtown San 
Jose as a fun place to come,” 
Jensen said.
According to the press 
release, HER City will ca-
ter towards women and in-
clude activities such as net-
working and beauty and spa 
services.
Jensen said FUNday SUN-
day will be a series that will be 
featured on the weekends that 
will cater to families and con-
centrate on the diverse cultures 
within the city.
“We are going to capitalize 
on the great diversity and tal-
ent of San Jose,” Jensen said.
FUNday SUNday will also 
include music and interactive 
activities to keep everyone en-
gaged, according to the press 
release.
Jensen said the new summer 
events will not be completely 
free to the audience, to ensure 
the downtown association 
breaks even.
For the upcoming summer, 
the association will not be stag-
ing a big event like Music in the 
Park because they know they 
cannot fi ll the void, according 
to Jensen.
Although Music in the Park 
has been canceled, Jensen said 
the San Jose Downtown As-
sociation will be promoting 
events in an organized man-
ner every week and would 
like to increase the indoor live 
music scene.
Th e specifi c dates for these 
future events and activities have 
not been fi nalized, Jensen said.
by Angelisa Ross
Staff Writer by Christina Molina
A&E Editor
Music in the Park discontinued
Music in the Park hosted weekly concerts for free to the San Jose community before canceling the 
program this year.   Photo courtesy of facebook.com/musicinthepark2011
Why did you pick this outfit?
I wanted to make sure I had something warm to wear so I had this jacket and then I coordinated around that. I 
like to pick one part of my outfit and construct it from there.
Where did you get this ensemble? 
My jacket is from Gap, my t-shirt is from Target, my pants are from Old Navy and my boots are from Nordstrom 
Rack. My earrings are from Forever 21.
How would you describe your style? 
My style can be very different. I can be really casual. I can be really girly or laid back. I’m really into the whole 
fashion trends.
What is crucial to consider when picking your outfit?
I consider weather, comfort and how much walking I am going to be doing that day.
What is your favorite accessory?
My shoes! I love my shoes.
Where do you usually shop?  
Marshalls, TJ Maxx and Ross. Those are my big three.
What is one thing you wouldn’t be caught dead wearing?
I’m sure there are a lot of things but I don’t know if I could ever wear go-go boots.
week’sStyle 
Snapshot
Sara Cadena
Junior animation illustration major
This
To place your ad Visit www.spartandaily.com, scroll down to 
“ad rates and information” and click on  “place a classiﬁed” 
Ofﬁce Hours:
Monday-Friday         10 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Deadline:
10 a.m., 2 weekdays prior to publication date.
Rates:
One classiﬁed, 20 words $5.50  
Each additional word $0.39
Center entire ad  $1.00
Bold ﬁrst ﬁve words $0.50
Rates are consecutive days only. All ads are prepaid. No refunds 
on cancelled ads.
Frequency Discounts:
4-15 classiﬁeds 15%off
16-31 classiﬁeds 30%off
32+ classiﬁeds 45%off
Discounts apply to the original base rate, plus the cost of extras.
SJSU Student Rate:
Free! Discount applies to student’s individual ad only. Not 
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Order must be 
placed in person. SJSU ID REQUIRED
How To
Employment
Classiﬁed Ad Rates Information
Classiﬁeds
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3 by 3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively.
Check back daily for 
new sudoku puzzles and 
solutions.
How to Play
Today’s Crossword Puzzle
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for 
products or services advertised below 
nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the Spartan Daily 
consist of paid advertising and offers 
are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in 
these columns may refer the reader 
to specific telephone numbers or 
addresses for additional information. 
Classified readers should be reminded 
that, when making these further 
contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for 
goods or services.  In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Previous Puzzle Solved
Place your ads ONLINE through Campus Ave:
Just click The Spartan Daily link and post your ads to the 
college classiﬁeds network!
You can also place 
classiﬁeds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad ofﬁce. Call us at 408.924.3270 or visit us 
in DBH 209.
ACROSS
  1 Eat in style
 5 Petting-zoo 
animal
11  Major
network
14  Franken-
stein’s ﬂunky
15  Parent or 
scared horse
16  “7 Faces of 
Doctor ___”
17  Clock radio 
feature
19  “What was 
___ think?”
 20 Part of MIA
21  Member of 
a wedding 
party
23 Was
nourished
24 Flashy 
trinket
26 Greet by 
hand
27  “In 25 words 
or ___ ...”
29 Years and 
years and 
years
32 About which 
the earth 
turns
33  Deadly snake
36 Course 
       activity
38 “I hate to 
___ and run”
39 “Beddy-bye”
42 Top gun
44 Apartment 
listing 
datum
45  Zee preceder
46 Painted 
metalware
48 Poem of 
everyday life
50  After-bath 
powder
54  Put on board
55  Stitched up
58  Road surface, 
often
59  South-of-
the-border 
salamander
 63 Heading on 
Santa’s list
65  Wine glass 
part
66 It’s needed to 
look good in 
the morning
68 Four qts.
69 Prayer
70 Pt. of MIT
71   Tarzan por-
trayer Ron
72  Cover,
as with 
concrete
73  Swings for 
the fences
DOWN
  1  Gloomy
  2  Put a match 
to
  3   Lasso parts
  4  Winged god 
of love
  5   Place of 
       action
  6  Word with 
“little” or 
“major”
  7    Chum
  8  Omani or 
Yemeni
  9  Parrot’s beak 
part
10  Octopod’s 
octet
11   Culminations
 12  Former name 
of Jakarta
13  Happening 
ﬁrst
18  Zag’s
counterpart
22 Airline 
Howard 
Hughes once 
controlled
25  Sultry 
summer 
stretches
 28 Witnessed
 30 “... see hide 
___ hair of”
31  1977 Triple 
Crown 
        champion 
Seattle ___
 34 Shark’s milieu
35  “Frasier” 
actress Gilpin
37  Wray of 
“King Kong”
 39 Once in a 
blue moon
 40 Red Sox 
legend 
Williams
41  Was intro-
duced to
 42 As a whole
43  Type of TV 
cable
47  Wriggler in 
the water
 49 Slow musical 
passages
51   Goddess of 
wisdom
52 Most current
53 Vaults in 
Westminister 
Abbey
56 “The Shootist” 
star
57 Greek letters
 60 Woodwind
61  Fork-tailed 
shore bird
62  Of the 
congregation
64  Fast-talking
67  NATO 
        founding 
member.
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Th e Grand Old Par-
ty race has heated up 
into a big competition 
between three main 
candidates.
Newt Gingrich, Mitt  
Romney and Ron Paul 
are the three main candidates who are in the hunt for 
the GOP nomination.
Each candidate possesses certain aspects of right-
wing politics, while at the same time has his diff erences 
between one another.
Newt Gingrich is known for being a house represen-
tative in Georgia for 20 years.
He is most well known for becoming the speaker of 
the house when the GOP took the House and Senate 
during the 1994 off -year elections.
Th is was famously known as the “Republican Rev-
olution,” when Congress had a major overhaul and 
worked with then-president Bill Clinton.
While many things changed and were completed 
when the GOP took control of Congress, Gingrich’s 
stances on some issues were considered to oppose most 
voters and it led to his resignation.
He is inconsistent when it comes to taxes.
Th ere will be times he supports low taxes on issues, 
but will also want to see big-government tinkering on 
other occasions.
According to the Washington Post, Gingrich has 
taken a support in the Obama care health insurance 
mandates which were introduced last December, caus-
ing anger among conservatives.
I believe his best days are behind him, which is 
where he has lost his touch.
He was very strong as a speaker of the house and 
congressman initially, but he’s not meant to be  presi-
dent with the inconsistent actions he committ ed in his 
most recent years in politics.
Gingrich is currently second in delegates aft er win-
ning the South Carolina primary.
Mitt  Romney is mostly known for being the former 
governor of Massachusett s, as well as running the re-
publican nomination race for the 2008 election.
He is considered to be socially conservative on is-
A conservative’s 
take on the GOP 
presidential race
Staff Writer
by 
Christian
Gin
sues, but is not supported by some of the 
things he did while being governor.
According to the Huffi  ngton Post, Romney 
once signed into law a health care reform pro-
gram that almost provided universal health 
care for Massachusett s.
Romney is labeled as a fi scal conservative 
and would be pro-growth as a result.
Mitt  Romney is running the best campaign 
compared to the competition he is running 
against.
Romney is the current leader in delegates 
aft er winning the Iowa Caucus and New 
Hampshire primary.
I believe that Romney is very strong when 
it comes to the fi nancial and economic issues.
Th e problem I have is his consistency on 
social issues.  He will tend to not be as loyal 
to some things he says, and could change his 
stance on something to sway support.
An example would be in the Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell policy where he would support it, 
but then aft er it was repealed, has no plans to 
reinstate this if he is in offi  ce.
Ron Paul has been a House Representative 
based in Texas since 1997.
He previously served as a representative 
from 1976 to 1977 and 1979 to 1985.
Paul is considered to be the most conser-
vative candidate out of the three in the GOP 
race.
According to the fi nancial commentary 
website Club for Growth, Paul possesses a 
strong right-wing stance.  He believes in small 
government involvement and spending.
Th e one downside is that he is considered 
to be a purist, where he sticks to the tradition-
al right-wing values and doesn’t change them.
Rather than have progress completed, he 
would be stubborn to make sure things are 
done his way rather than the highway.
Paul is currently in third place in delegates 
for the race having won no primaries or cau-
cuses.
I think Ron Paul is the best candidate for 
conservatives.
Even though he’s a purist, he is fi rm with 
his stance on certain issues, which is what I 
prefer.  I dislike those who fl ip-fl op in their 
positions.
While Romney leads the race and has the 
charisma, Paul and Gingrich still have a real-
istic chance to win the nomination.
However, the road to the GOP nomination 
is not a sprint — it’s a marathon.
It will be interesting to see what all the 
candidates will do by the time it’s Super Tues-
day.
As humans, we are meant 
to be sociable and interact with 
the world around us, but what 
if the world seems too much to 
handle?`
Th e outside can be daunting 
to many who suff er from social 
anxiety — I dealt with many of 
the issues when I was a child.
According to the Social 
Anxiety Support website, so-
cial anxiety is characterized as 
“a feeling of discomfort, fear, or 
worry that is centered on our 
interactions with other people.”
People may assume that it 
could just be a sign of being 
shy but for people with social 
anxiety, the true paranoia lies 
with being looked down upon, 
mocked or being seen in a nega-
tive light.
Even the smallest actions can 
induce overwhelming feelings 
of self-loathing and scrutiny.
For some, a simple task such 
as making a phone call, wait-
ing in line in a store or saying 
hello to a classmate makes some 
people break  into a cold sweat.
In my elementary school 
days, the very idea of introduc-
ing myself to the other kids at 
school terrifi ed me to a great 
degree.
It might sound typical of a 
young girl in elementary school 
to be shy around her peers, but 
even compliments from friends 
were interpreted by me as in-
sults.
Eventually it got to the point 
that direct eye contact in con-
versations caused me to panic 
constantly.
In response to my anxiety 
issues, my mom took me to see 
a therapist every Th ursday af-
ter school to help alleviate my 
stress.
Each session involved the 
therapist assisting me in how to 
think diff erently when it comes 
to dealing with people or vari-
ous social situations.
Over time, I slowly improved 
to the point that I can talk to 
people with new-found confi -
dence.
Even though I consider my-
self to be a “success story,”  there 
are some people who have so-
cial anxiety on specifi c areas.
I have a friend from high 
school who was extremely tal-
ented in marching band and 
played a mean French horn in 
front of a crowd in Disneyland.
But when it came to public 
speaking, the very idea caused 
her to hyperventilate and shake 
uncontrollably.
One day, in my junior year 
U.S. history class my teacher 
wanted the students to go up 
one by one and give a presen-
tation on a historical event of 
one’s choosing.
My friend was in the desk 
next to mine and I noticed that 
her body started to quiver and 
her eyes got teary.
People next to her saw my 
friend’s physical reactions and 
some said that public speaking 
is a fear shared by many in or-
der to comfort her tremors.
However, my friend pan-
icked more as her turn came up 
but was saved by the lunchtime 
bell.
She managed to talk to the 
teacher about her anxiety with 
public speaking and the two of 
them worked out a solution that 
helped my friend do the presen-
tation without any complica-
tions.
For people with social anxi-
ety, it can be diffi  cult to even 
admit having the issue or feel a 
sense of embarrassment.
Some may say that a person 
who suff ers from social anxiety 
is faking the anxiety only to es-
cape from doing an activity the 
person dislikes.
As a person who used to 
have extreme social anxiety, 
that is defi nitely not the case.
We all get nervous or anx-
ious once in a while but those 
feelings are present in varying 
degrees for those with social 
anxiety.
For some, psychotherapy can 
be a way to alleviate the dis-
tress. Psychotherapy involves a 
therapist working together with 
the patient to help solve mental 
health issues as well as how to 
cope with diffi  cult situations.
On campus, there are coun-
selors who are more than eager 
to help out students who suff er 
from social anxiety or any other 
form of mental distress.
It may be an uphill batt le 
when it comes to tackling social 
anxiety, but remember that no 
one is alone with this fi ght.
Staff Writer
by 
Julie
Tran
Last semester I learned in my media law 
class that the Citizens United v. Federal Elec-
tion Commission decision of 2010 brought a 
terrifying future to America.
Th is decision gave corporations the same 
rights as individuals, meaning that a group of 
shareholders running a corporation are pro-
tected by the same rights as a living, breathing 
human being.
Along with this decision came the right 
for corporations, unions, associations and 
individuals to join super Political Action 
Committ ees or independent expenditure-only 
committ ees, as they are formally known.
Super PACs are allowed to raise unlim-
ited amounts of money and spend unlimited 
sums of money to “indirectly advocate” for or 
against a political candidate.
“Indirect advocacy” means the super PACs 
can’t give money directly to the political can-
didate. An example of this is if a super PAC 
supports a political candidate it can run com-
mercials advocating the candidate or run com-
mercials att acking their opponent.
Th is is one of the main aspects that most 
bothers me about super PACs.
How is it illegal for a super PAC to give 
money or advocate directly for a candidate 
but it is legal for them to att ack or promote a 
candidate?
It makes no sense.
What is the diff erence between giving the 
candidate money directly and sponsoring ad-
vertisements that advocate for the candidate?
Honestly, it just sounds like another way 
for corporations, unions, associations and in-
dividuals to buy their way into politics.
In att empts to regulate super PACs and, I 
suppose, prevent over funded campaigns, the 
government requires the PAC to report donors 
to the Federal Election Commission. Th ese re-
ports can be monthly or quarterly depending 
on the PAC.
Haven’t we learned from the past 10 years 
that big businesses and corporations oft en lie? 
Was anyone paying att ention when cor-
porate banks were creating the housing crisis 
and lending out money to people who couldn’t 
aff ord to pay it back?
What about the bail outs?
Why are we allowing corporations to give 
unlimited money to super PACs?
I learned in the sixth grade that history re-
peats itself. Perhaps I should have a discussion 
with the Supreme Court about that concept.
I know fi rst hand how corporations work 
because I have worked for them before. I have 
seen how corporations pretend like they care 
about their consumer when, in the end, all 
they care about is their shareholders.
Super PACs allow corporations, unions, 
associations and individuals more input in 
government. Just because the input is indirect 
doesn’t mean they aren’t making a statement.
Just think about it, if an uninformed reg-
istered voter sees a couple of advertisements 
advocating for one party’s candidate in the 
months leading up to the election, then they 
are more than likely going to vote for that 
candidate because they have been saturated in 
advertisements.  
Super PACs don’t allow registered voters 
to create their own opinion — especially un-
informed voters.
A perfect example of this is the pro-Rom-
ney super PAC, Restore Our Future.
Th is super PAC raised a total of $17,485,658 
as of January, of which $16,328,326 for ad cam-
paigns against Newt Gingrich, according to 
opensecret.org.
Th e pro-Romney super PAC raised more 
than half of the Romney campaign, which 
raised a total of $32,212,289.
Does anyone else see anything wrong with 
that?
Essentially, super PACs allow a group of 
wealthy individuals to gather money and put 
it towards whatever they want.
Even Stephen Colbert’s super PAC re-
ported to the FEC that it raised more than 
$1 million.
Super PACs are a force to be reckoned 
with. Th ey have some serious fi nances back-
ing them up.
Super PACs are bad for politics and have 
the potential to ruin the 2012 Presidential 
Election.
I just hope that voters will have the intel-
ligence and unbiased information to make an 
educated vote that will bett er the future of our 
country.
Super PAC’s are ruining politics
Staff Writer
by 
Julie
Myhre
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